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From April 1994 NBC NIGHTLY NEWS reports of President Richard Nixon's Illness and death. 
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late word tonight on Richard Nixon doctor said the former president is out of grave danger following a stroke 
last night they said he's awakened being moved from intensive care to a private room the 81 year old Nixon 
still suffers partial paralysis on most of his right side and is unable to speak Richard Nixon remains in critical 
condition tonight in a New York Hospital the former president is back in intensive care following severe 
complications from Monday stroke Nixon doctors say the next 72 hours will be critical here's NBC's Sarah 
James at the New York Hospital Cornell Medical Center a vigil underway for family and friends yesterday the 
former president's condition appeared to be improving and he was moved to a private room but late in the 
day he was rushed back to intensive care after a cat scan revealed a potentially deadly complication swelling 
of the brain the next one to three days are a critical period in the evolution of this injury for the brain he's had 
as a result of the stroke for several years doctors have been treating mr. Nixon for an irregular heartbeat 
which can result in blood clots they believe a clot caused the stroke which was left mr. Nixon partially 
paralyzed on the right side and unable to speak late this afternoon President Clinton said his thoughts are 
with the Nixon family | want to join all the American people as Hillary and | pray for the health and the 
recovery of President Nixon mr. Nixon's chief of staff says the former president has received hundreds of Get 
Well messages among them a telegram from Russian president Boris Yeltsin who said | hope you return to 
the rough and tumble of political life it was just last month during a trip to Russia that mr. Nixon met Yeltsin 
opponents infuriating the Russian leader on Monday night mr. Nixon was preparing a speech for Republican 
fundraising at 81 years old he was not slowing down Sara James NBC News New York 
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Sara James NBC News New York good evening Richard Nixon is in a deep coma at this hour and a New 
York Hospital and his daughters are there tonight the 81 year old former president the only American forced 
to resign that office suffered a stroke on Monday and he has been deteriorating ever since NBC's Rehema 
Ellis is at New York Cornell Medical Center now with the latest Rehema Tom it was this afternoon that 
officials here at the New York Hospital reported that mr. Nixon had taken another turn for the worse and the 
prognosis is not good the hospital is not releasing a lot of information but there are three things that we do 
know as she reported mr. Nixon is in what's described as a deep coma he has in comfort care only he's 
getting water but no food and mr. Nixon has signed a living will with a do not resuscitate order so he is not on 
a respirator the former president's two daughters Tricia and Julie are at his bedside as you mentioned and 
they have been with him for the most part since he was brought here on Monday evening from his Park 
Ridge New Jersey home and that's where he suffered a paralyzing stroke tom rahim if they're not providing 
nourishment what are they providing for the former president well when they talk about comfort care 
essentially what they mean is that they're making certain that they don't do anything to disturb the patient 
then making certain that for mr. Nixon there is no pain no anxiety and no discomfort | am told that doctors 
right now are waiting for a miracle to happen they are waiting for nature to take its course thank you very 
much for him Ellis his daughters remain at his bedside and in accordance with mr. Nixon's wishes doctors 


are not using a respirator to keep him alive States Richard Milhous Nixon his time in office was one of 
history-making achievement his departure from office made history as well Richard Nixon died in New York 
last night at the age of 81 and our coverage begins with NBC's Tom Pettit death came to Richard Nixon four 
days after his stroke funeral will be Wednesday in California President Clinton has designated 
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President Clinton has designated Wednesday as an official national day of mourning Nixon just back from a 
trip to Bosco was eulogized today both by Boris Yeltsin and Mikhail Gorbachev yes we had a great quality 
they continued to work up until the last moment China's leadership warmly praised Nixon his Secretary of 
State Henry Kissinger Richard Nixon believed in a strategic design and he thought the relations with China 
Soviet Union Europe were all part of an oval pattern some of his foreign policy initiatives were considered 
historic but a domestic scandal the Watergate cover-up led to his resignation | shall resign the presidency 
effective at noon tomorrow Charles Colson was one of those convicted in the Watergate affair | paid a price 
of going to prison but Richard Nixon paid a far greater price surrendering the presidency the most important 
thing in his life that he worked all his life for his successor former President Gerald Ford we have lost a very 
dear friend in President Nixon and the United States has lost one of its outstanding leaders in the field of 
foreign policy since Nixon's forced resignation is tarnished reputation has undergone a slow improvement 
based on his writings and his continued world travels the presidential historian Michael Beschloss much of 
the admiration that you now see for Nixon's intelligence and speaking skill his writing skill comes less from 
what people saw of him as president then from this 20-year campaign after he left the White House to 
improve his reputation and it shows how successful that campaign really was one of the many ironies of 
Richard Nixon was that he found a friend in William Clinton our relationship continued to be a warm and 
constructed throughout the period of my presidency and he went out of his way to to give me his best advice 
on Wednesday 
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to give me his best advice on Wednesday mr. Clinton will deliver the eulogy for the man who was the 37th 
President of the United States and the only one who had to resign Don Pettit NBC News at the White House 
this is George Lewis at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda California they came here to pay respect they came 
here out of curiosity they came to point out a bit of history to their children and they talked about the different 
ways Richard Nixon touched their lives | just crying | don't know you know why it's just | met the man once | 
shook his hand once and | just felt this greatness about him people in Yorba Linda say they're proud of the 
fact that this is Richard Nixon's hometown | guess we will show that he was a very good person a good 
president Vernon Rozier it was a Nixon family neighbor many Chinese who remember Nixon's historic visit to 
their homeland were in today's crowd von Jiang was a girl in Shanghai when Nixon toured in 1972 when | 
was very young what | know is American and American people is our enemy from Nixon | know we have 
friend and know we will be peaceful in our preparations are underway for the funeral ceremony here the 
Reverend Billy Graham a close Nixon friend will officiate Wednesday afternoon Nixon will be laid to rest next 
to his wife Pat behind the house where he was born in a city where he is remembered very fondly George 
Lewis NBC News at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda California ID Richard Nixon in his own words in a 
series of interviews back in 1983 the former president reflected on the role that personality has come to play 
in 
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that personality has come to play in politics he spoke with Frank Gannon one of his former special assistants 
| always tried to attract people to a cause rather than to the man | used to in campaign speech after 
campaign speech and said don't vote for me as the man both what | stand for if you believe what | stand for 
then vote for me and I think the cause the my my what | would call responsible conservatism at home my 
internationalism but hard-headed attitude toward the Soviet threat abroad that this drew people to me they 
saw me as one who could stand for and present the cause that they deeply believed in have you ever wished 


that you had more conventional charisma no not at all | don't know because I've never been one of those 
charisma nuts | think there's far much to emphasis far much far too much emphasis on this business is the 
individual charismatic I'm more interested in what does he believe how what are how effective is he and 
implementing those beliefs and | think that one of the curses of the modern television age is that it puts far 
too much attention on appearance rather than substance on froth rather than what the beer is really like no | 
have never had any regrets about that people don't think I'm a charismatic figure on both coasts tonight 
preparations and honors for former President Richard Nixon's funeral on Wednesday mr. Nixon's body will 
be flown from a New York Air Force Base tomorrow morning to his hometown of yoga Linda California and 
NBC's George Lewis is there tonight at the Nixon Library which stands next to the former president's 
birthplace a spokesman said 
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president's birthplace a spokesman said today that about 14,000 people have come by so far to pay their 
respects there's a growing mound of flowers by the front door of the library which has remained closed since 
Nixon's death there are all sorts of sympathy messages in a variety of languages today the New York Stock 
Exchange observed two minutes of silence in Richard Nixon's honor security arrangements for the funeral 
are extensive with the VIP list expected to include President Clinton for ex-presidents and half a dozen or so 
foreign heads of state about 1,800 invited guests in all it's a ceremony | think that will reflect the life the the 
meaning of President Nixon's passion for peace in a show of bipartisan cooperation a combined staff of 
Clinton and Nixon advanced people are working together on the logistics for the funeral we have the streets 
and the streets will close plans call for Nixon's body to be brought here tomorrow afternoon thousands of 
people are expected to file through the library as he lies in state between then and Wednesday morning 
among those who showed up today a group of third and fourth graders from Vine Street Elementary School 
in Los Angeles kids who came here to touch a little bit of history George Lewis NBC News at the Nixon 
Library in Yorba Linda California former president Richard Nixon made the long journey home today to the 
presidential library beside his boyhood home in Southern California it's the scene in Yorba Linda you'll have 
around the guard military honors until the funeral tomorrow night it was a day of simple majesty and 
reminders of his triumph and also his failings NBC George Lewis tonight is in Yorba Linda California 
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the last time Richard Nixon received a 21-gun salute was 20 years ago when he was still in office today at 
Stewart National Guard Air Base in New York State the guns sounded and the band played hail to the chief 
one more time Nixon's two daughters their husbands and the fornix and grandchildren stood by as the former 
president's casket was loaded on the same plane that returned him to California in disgrace two decades 
ago [Music] this afternoon at El Toro Marine Corps Air Station Nixon came home for the last time at the 
Nixon Library thousands of people stood in the pouring rain to get a glimpse of the motorcade many had 
waited here all day | came down honor president servicemen will fallen leaders and this way will be we met 
the Reverend Billy Graham who will officiate at tomorrow's burial greeted Nixon's daughters tonight the 
former presidents coffin lies in state thousands of people expected to file by it all evening long George Lewis 
NBC News at the Nixon Library in Yorba Linda California once again your Belynda california the site of the 
state funeral of richard nixon when he left office almost 20 years ago and moved from Washington DC to 
California who would have guessed that this would have been his final departure a state funeral with his 
admirers former photos and thousands of others who are 
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photos and thousands of others who are gathered here Richard Nixon once wrote | was born in a house my 
father built it is that house behind me and it is behind and beside that house that Richard Nixon will be buried 
n-b-c George Lewis has been here as the final preparations have been going on all the richard nixon's 
closed coffin was on view for 20 hours until this morning an estimated 42,000 spectators filed by all night 
long they waited some for as much as eight hours in chilly sometimes rainy weather among them this man 


an immigrant from the former Soviet Union this is unbelievable present president and | wanna pay tribute 
from all the Russian immigrants came to United States because mr. Nixon start our emigration Richard Nixon 
is a hometown hero and many here said viewing his casket was a moving experience it's very sad it's very 
beautiful emotional | just wanted to be supportive of him in death as we were in when he was alive hundreds 
of people were left in line when the viewing ended the Secret Service has closed the entrance to the library 
so unfortunately you're not going to get to go in at this time the last person to be admitted was Bill Gormley a 
veteran from Ridgecrest California who got on his motorcycle at 4:00 this morning to be here this afternoon 
the VIPs began to arrive for the ceremonies a congressional delegation with 60 US senators and 98 
members of the House former members of the Nixon administration including his first vice president Spiro 
Agnew Chinese Vice premiers og wah among almost 90 representatives of foreign countries Gerald Ford 
who took over the presidency when Richard Nixon resigned the other ex presidents include George Bush 
accompanied by his wife Barbara Jimmy Carter with wife Rosalyn and Ronald 
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Carter with wife Rosalyn and Ronald Reagan with his wife Nancy all here to pay tribute to Richard Nixon 
whom Reagan has described as a complicated and fascinating man George Lewis NBC News Yorba Linda 
California I'm here with NBC's Washington bureau chief moderator of Meet the Press Tim Russert and we 
have been watching the political buy play on an occasion like this time there are no party lines George 
McGovern is here he was soundly defeated by Richard Nixon they even tried to mount a recall campaign 
against him in South Dakota for the Senate race now this may be a called a state funeral but it's become a 
political conventional political ritual you mentioned George McGovern Bob Strauss Pat Moynihan a lot of 
Democrats here grudging respect for fellow gladiators in the political arena in a man who stayed in the arena 
until the very end and we'll be hearing a great deal about that of course in the course of the state funeral this 
is the first presidential funeral since Richard Nixon Barry Lyndon Johnson in 1973 all the political force in the 
country have turned out man who is in charge of the White House right now declare this a federal holiday 
because he knows this day will come as well amen si Oh news for Wednesday I'll be right back from Yorba 
Linda with our special live coverage here on NBC full coverage of the state funeral of Richard Milhous Nixon 
37th President you 
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